Basic Cardiac Arrest Registry Information
Not every community has the resources required to maintain a detailed cardiac arrest registry.  The following is intended for communities with limited resources to help begin the process of defining its own cardiac arrest survival rate.

The following data elements can, with one exception, be derived from the EMS incident report.  The one exception is the outcome for patients who are admitted to the hospital and this must be obtained directly from the hospital.  

These data elements should be collected for all confirmed cardiac arrests with CPR begun or maintained by EMS personnel

1.  Arrest due to presumed heart disease?



    Yes, no, unknown

2.  First obtained cardiac rhythm:  




    VF, asystole, PEA

3.  Was the collapse of the patient witnessed (seen or heard directly)?  Yes, no, unknown

4.  Shock or shocks delivered by the AED or manual defibrillator upon arrival of EMS personnel.







    Yes, no, unknown

5.  Was bystander CPR performed prior to EMS arrival?

    Yes, no, unknown

6.  Cardiac arrest before or after EMS arrival?                              Before, after, unknown

7.  Response time from receipt of call to arrival at scene (minutes and seconds)    










             __ __ : __ __                                                            

8.  Did the patient leave the hospital alive



     Yes, no, unknown

Discharge information can usually be obtained from the hospital as part of ongoing QI activities.  Your medical director can often assist in this process.  However, the data must be maintained in a confidential and secure fashion.

Of these 8 pieces of information the most crucial are 1, 2, 3, 4, and 8.  For these 5 crucial pieces of information there must be no “unknowns.”  Even 5-10% of “unknowns” will diminish the validity of the findings.   Collecting the above few pieces of information will allow a community to define its witnessed VF survival rate which is considered the gold standard for reporting cardiac arrest survival.  

